Battle Conditions on Kairiru Island

Since the middle of March, 1944, Kairiru Island was under constant bombing and strafing from the American Forces based on Gusap. The war situation was so bad in April of 1944 that Japanese soldiers and sailors fantasized about food during their free time, and the chickens on the island were painted green to camouflage them from the repeated air attacks.  

   For this reason, the Japanese 9th Fleet Headquarters moved from Kairiru Island to Hollandia in early April, 1944. The army also moved from Eastern New Guinea towards Wewak in late March. 

   Meanwhile, transport ships were cut off from the mainland of Japan starting in late March. Since early April, land and sea travel were only possible during the night. The movement of motor launches (DAIHATSU) became more difficult as American fighters controlled the skies.

   American forces landed on Hollandia and Aitape on April 22, 1944, completely isolating army and navy units and cutting them off from other units. Most of the army units were in the midst of movement and were planning to join forces in Wewak the middle of June.
   The main strength of the navy was on Kairiru Island. From mid-May, the units in the Wewak area were in preparation for counter attack operations on Aitape. The naval strength was formerly assigned to the duties of the defense of Kairiru Island. 

